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Providenoe, agrees well with their Doc: 
| trine concerning the Beginning of the 
World, and i is every whit as fooliſh.) — unrea· 
ſonable. \ op N ea 
They tell, us. That cba 1h dee upo 

the. Works &; {NOS 2 the e Addiere of er 7 4 


perfect n 73 thaths ; —— 5 ing 2 
1 ald be interrupted x With his Cares 
that he muſt be wearied with the endleſs ( Lerne, 

ce, and e with the t nite Variety: of 
OD; Men are too inconſider: 7 1 
ey do; that he is 3 

being concerned, tram being, either pleaſed o or 4 = 
gry with them, that he is not ſo much as a Speer 
rator of their Actions , .: worſhipping or blaſphe= 
ming him, doing right or wrong one to another, 
is all alike; nothing can move him to take No- 
tice, much lefs to. interpoſe or meddle to do them 


either Good or Harm. This Kind of Reaſoning * 
Was juftly: deſpiſed for the Weakneſs of it, 


juſtly ſulpeRted? to be rather a craſty 8 0 


Atheiſm, and a Purſuance of their Deſign againſt | | 
Regions! thana Way of good and We 8 


2 even in their own Opinion. 0 Go 
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orfe ee 

Gfteady i in many 8 Matters, fall into _ 0 
groſs Miſtake, as to conclude concerning the 
Nature of God, which is infinitely « From 

the Defects and ifnperfe&ionsof 2 

Becauſe we cannot attend long, nor to 
e büce, but are tifed with omg 
and f perplexed with Doubts, ering and 8 
tain to reſdive, trig in the dur End, 
and, when that is wil chofen, lt 3 
and Joſt i in our Way: 'Therefore Infinite | 
| Ledge and Almighty Power muſt be able e 

* fate ICOHTehIFACs | "with our 1 and 
| Weakneſs. 8 06 eee 
Plainfy nepal fuck * Arwen is enough 
for the Anfwer of it. ee 
The more uſual Opjection againſt Providence 
is more Alen, Which all that have treated d 
on that Subject, "Have tl 

* oils Conficeratiön. 8. 

Ak Goc govern the Worth. Boe bome Things 
to paſs 10 unlikely to be foffeted by infallib 
Wiſdom and fuſtſce? 

What Rule vir by hich he diftriburs 6 
and evil Things?" 41 
How muſt we defend his Godt; bed the 
tb in Adverlity, and che Wicked or 
0 Vhy do not Things befal Mea petbeding; 8 3 
their Works; but . — there be juſt Men unt „ 
hom it happtnetbaecording to the Work of the Wit- 4 
, fed; n there be wicked Men to whom it bap- 
Feneth accortling to the Work of the Rigbteous? Fe- | 
It vii. 14. How come all Things alte unto all, 
oe Event to the Righteous and tb the Wicked; 10 
| the Good, an to the Clean, and to the Unilean ; 
TIRE i that Jorge, and to _ that a, 
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H Ab (10h good,"-ſd:ix the Sinner 3 nd be this. 


fuekrethyy” E Jo bat — an Oath; us. 
It is no Wonder that theſe ſhould * Queſ+ 
tions to them irho "knew nothing certainly of 


Num and Puniſn ments after Death. van 


But it would ſeem ſtrange, that they who were 
better inſtructed by Revelation ſhouid be at u 
ſtand ſometimes, and doubtful what to reſolve; 
if every Days Experience did not teach us hob 
apt even wiſe Men are to hearken to the Suggeſu 
tlons of Paſſion againſt Reaſon, and to break out 
into haſty an e n wo their in 
Perſuaſion. 

- Fob complains, Whrrefore: 4 the Wicked — 
become old, yea, 
Hoſes ave ſafe f from Foe, neither n the Rod of God 
Wen them. ) XXI. , Us i: 2997 & By 

David ſaith of hitnſelf, Ia e 40 the 
Pry when 1 ſaw: rhe Profptr ef :the Wicked; 
They. are not in Trouble as other” u ane ee 
bey plaguod lils orben Men, Pal. dai g. Sede 
He was ready to conclude that he had dice, 
1 to no Purpoſe. Veri, Ii bavr claan- 

A my Heurt in van, and waſbei my Hands in In- 
note net. Fon all ube Day long 1 have been Len 
and haftettell every Morning, Verſi 13, 14. 

They were tempted to a prophane Milbeliefs 3 

their 1 ghts were diſcompoſed for a little while. 


but preſentſy ſettled again; as appears-in the Pro- 


ceſs of their Diſcourſes, in which . they recover 


into the Way of reaſoning aright concerning theſe 


Things, and auſweritheir own ObjeRtions.” | 


Sglomom calls this an Evil under the Sun, that 


_ there ii one Event unta all: Eoccleſi ix. 3. Not 

that he either doubts of or blames God's Provi- 
dence, but the 
_6f Men's fooliſh Conſtruction and falſe Conſe- 
qiehcez mentioned in the Words following 3 yea, 
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great Evil ſpoken of is the Rvil 
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4% the Heart of the Sons of Men 11 fal ar Foil 


Eid together 
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and Madneſs is in their Heart while they liue. This 
ſeems to be the ſame Effect of the ſame Cauſe 
which are plainly deſcribed Eacigſ. viii. 1 1. Becauſe 


Sentence againſt an evil Mork is not executed ſpeedily, 


therefore he Heart big the Sons of. Men aaa ſet in 

them: 10 do Evil. 5351 vip y8473r; fe. JT} 4. | 
But whatever dd; Men, who would by. all 

Means diſcharge themſelves of the Fear of God, 


may be forward to infer from this, Uncertainty of 


Events, either that there is no Providence, or, 

that God is unconcerned whether Men be juſt or 
unjuſt; it will appear, when the whole Matter is 
that their Inference is raſn anch ill- 
unded ; that Reaſon, as welkas Religion, is 
ainſt them; that this Order in che Government 
of the World is neceſſary to the Wiſdom, and 


conſiſtent with the Juſtice of God, and with his 


Goodneſs too, and with David's Teſtimony con- 
him, Hal. xi. 7. The "righteous: Lord 


Lahe Righteouſneſs, bus ene doth: behold 


be Uprigbt. e 


There is indeed very 7 one Event of Health a 
and Sickneſs; Riches and Poverty, Peace and 


War, Victory and Defeat, to the Righteous and 


to the Wicked, of which common Obſervation 
is Proof enough, without the Authority of the 


Scripture : But this is no Argument againſt Pro- 


vidence, en r hy > e TO 
= conſidered. . 14! Bio : 


1 That forthe * Things RE — 
A to befal the Righteous and the 
Wicked in this L is unavoidabiy necef- | 
"EEE: 04 25 

u. That the he who from thence object againſt 
Providence, are no competent Judges in the 
Caſe, and ſuppoſe in their Objection: that 

"i Which is falſe. | ; * J. 


[a7 ] 


III. That, b the Day of Judgment 
zs a ſufficient Anſwer to their * Objection. 


gg For the ſame Things uncertainly and in- 
dene y to befal the Righteous and the Wicked 
"mM this Life, is unavoidably neceſſary. 

If Proſperity. and Affliction were the certain 
Effects of God's Love and Hatred, the conſtant 


Marks of his Favour and Diſſ pleaſure, it would be 


impoſſible to reconcile what we ſee every Day, 
with what we are taught to believe. But Proſpe- 

rity and Affliction have other Cauſes, and there 
is à Neceſſity of their happening uncertainly, one 


"Event to the Righteous and to the Wicked, as well 


"from the Nature of Men, as from their Relations 
and mutual Dependencies, and from the Order 
of this Life to the next as a State of Probation, 
This Neceſſity, will be evident, if we conſider, 


1. There muſt be one Event lo be Righteous 


el? to the Wicked, becauſe Men have the ſame 
Dominion over their own. Actions, and do that 
which themſelves chuſe to do. 

The Fire and Hail, the Ice and 880% fulfil 
the Will of God, the plants flouriſh and wither, 
and the Seaſons change, and the Heavenly Bodies 


move exactly according to the Intention and De- 
ſign of their Maker, not by any Senſe or Know- 


ledge in them, but by a N eceſſity of Nature: 
But Man is endued with Knowledge, and muſt 
fulfil the Will of God in another Way, as directed 
by a Rule, and per ſuaded by ſufficient Motives ; 
not conſtrained by Almighty Power, as the me- 
I World, but ſubmitting freely to the ſo- 
5 — of Authority of God, who hath ſhewed 
m 


End 'of 11 Creation, and expects from 


him a reaſonable Service, and hath ſet before him 
youu and 22 Wes and Death, that he Vp 
: n .... 


. . 
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chuſe either Obedience and ĩts Reward, or * Sin 
and its Puniſhment. 5 
This is Man's Nature, and God's Way of go- 
raing it. And the? ſometimes he changes the 
Tearts of Men, alters theirl n them 
13 and teſolve as it ſeems expedient to him, 
"by: an Influence ontheir Underſtandin and Ni. | 
"which they neither diſcern nor can r et the 
Rea ſon of this Argument is {till the fame, ö 
this Fecret and effectual Operation of God doth 
not take away the Natura] Liberty of Man's Will, 


— 


but only D and determine it in ſomg 
Ficular Ig others he leaves Men to 
elves. . 7 S dd them to worſhĩp "him. 
"and ſuffers them to worſhip Idols; he 17 | 
them to be obedient to Superiors, and 3 Juſt to, one 
*another, and permits them to be guilty of Diſ- 
obedience, Rebellion, Murder, Adultery, Rob- 
bery, Falſe Witneſs, and all the Malice and Fraud, 
and Leialent perverting 77 ent be, WA 
that Men are tempted to bo Porg- 
teouſneſs. 

Since therefore a great Part of Nia Caen 
happens to them ut Wickedneſs of their 
Neighbours, and Wealth and Greatneſs often- 
3 ma are procured by their own, Wickedneſs and 

7 pare which though God diſa . 
Ktiictly forbids, . and declares that he will puniſh, 
yet, if he doth not interpoſe his irrelſtible. Power 
to hinder, ' it evidently. follows, that 5 Sin of 

the Oppreſſor may 25 TR rich and prof} . 
and the Inngcent ↄppreſt 1775 and 
and chat theſe Thiogs mal fall out as 1 
as we ſee they do, becauſe they depend upon ſa 
uncertain a Hhiog as the Will of Man. 
| 72 . There, mm he one Event 10 the Rig 2 
and to the Wie ked, becauſe a great deal of Pro 
perity and Affliction befals Men, not as the 8 
Wa 8 
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ward or the Effect of any Thing done by them- 
ſelves, but by Deſcent from their Parents, whoſe 
Virtues and Vices have great Influence upon the 
Perſons: and Fortunes of their Children, by the 
Providence of God, and by the Laws of Men, 
and by the Courſe of Nature. 

Firſt, | Proſperity or Affliction happens to the 
Children from the Obedience or Sin of the Parents 
by the Providence of God, according to this de- 
clared and oft repeated Rule, That he viſits the 
Tniquity of the Fathers upon the Children unto the 
third fond fourth Generation of them that hate him; 
and ſheweth Mercy unto thouſands of them that love 

him and keep his Commandments, Exod. xx, 5, 6. 
and xxxiv. 7. Deut. v. 9, 10. Jer. Xxxii. 18. 

Of this there are many Examples in the Scrip- 
ture, not only when Children imitate the Sin of 


their Parents, as for Inſtance, when they commit 
Idolatry, and worſhip the falſe Gods of their Fa- 
thers 3 or, when they partake in their Guilt, in 


keeping that which to their Knowledge was got 


by Fraud and Oppreſſion; or, when they inhe- 


rit Eſtates with a Curſe for the Injuſtice and Ex- 


tortion with which they were raiſed, though that 
Injuſtice and Extortion be unknown to them, in 
which Caſe the Eſtate may be found guilty, and 


the Owner acquitted. 


Beſides all theſe S we find the jonoeddh? 


Children ſuffering for the Sins of their Forefathers, 


Some think it very difficult to make out the 


Juſtice of this Proceeding. 
But the Sovereignty of God Gignifies little if 


it will not ſerve to defend his Juſtice, in making 


Men rich or poor, live long or die ſoon ; if it be 


not a ſatisfactory Account for ſuch Things, that 7 


the ſupreme Lord gave and took away. 


Bat this Way and Method of Providence may 
| by alſo CEO "om the Uſefulneſs of it to re- 
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ſtrain Men that believe from the Commiſſion of 
Sin, eſpecially thoſe groſs and crying Sins for | 
which the Sinner ſhall not be puniſhed in his Per- 
fon only, but alſo in the Calamities and Deſtrue- 
tm of his Pofterity, 
mn Thus the Wifdom of God provides, that the 
Adee ſhall grow upon the ſame Root from 
| which the Poiſon ſprings, that the Remedy a- 
inſt the moſt dangerous Temptations ſhall be 
| — 1 in the ſame Affection from whence the 
5 1 _ 8 It 

othing ch more generally pow erfu 
and conſtantly affect Men, then the Concerns of 
their Children: For their Sakes they wil imbitter 
their whole Life with continual Cares, patiently 
o the moſt laviſh Drudgeries, be guilty of 
the vileſt Actions, do any Thing, and endure 
any Thing, to leave their Poſterity more Wealth 
and an higher Place; and yet, if ſome of them 
may be believed, they deſire neither Riches nor 
Honour for themſelves: They talk of the World 
like Philoſophers z a little is enough for all the 
Neceſſities and all the Delights of Nature; ar re- 
tired Life is the moſt pleaſant and the moſt ſe- 
cure; to ſit always at a Feaſt is but to be always 
tempted to Surfeits, and from numerous At- 
tendance there is more Trouble and Danger an 
„Nor if the Deſire to lea ve their Poſterity great 
makes this fine Talk ſignify nothing, and forces 
them notwithſtanding into all the Troubles, and 
Dangers, and Temptations to which eovetous and 
ambitious Men are expoſed; let them conſider 
this Way of Providence, and if they believe it, it 
will cure them of that diſeaſed Temper of Mind 
for which their Philoſophy, though true, 
Proves an inſufficiene Remedy; they will be con- 
vineed, that a te ler ro theis Children, with all 
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Faithfulneſs, and Juſtice and Charity, is a bet- 
ter Inheritance than the greateſt Fortunes with a 
Curſe; that the biggeſt Heap of Treaſure is but a 
poor Proviſion, if, whilſt the Father lays up the 
Gains of Oppreſſion, Cod Jays up bis Iniguty fer bis 
Children, Job xxi. 10. | | 

_ Secondly, Proſperi | 
the Children from the Virtues or Sins of the Pa- 
rents by the Laws of Men. A Man ſees himſelf 
entering into Poſſeſſion of the Honour and Wealth 
of his Anceſtors, and rejoices in the Bleſſings of 
his Family which he was born to inherit: But ſud - 
denly he finds his Condition changed, the Deſcent 
of the Honour of his Houſe intercepted, and the 
Eſtate confiſcated, and the Blood tainted ; and 
all this, not for his own Sin, but for the Sin of 
his Father, This Proceeding of the Law is pru- 
dent, becauſe many Men are ſo deſperate, that 
no Conſideration of themſelves can reſtrain them 


from Miſchief, and yet ſuch Men are afraid to 


ruin their Poſterity, and, by that Fear, are with- 
held from the greateſt Miſchief, And this Pro- 
ceeding is not only prudent but juſt, becauſe the 
Reaſon of the publick Good hath a Title in all 


Men's Honours and Eſtates antecedent and ſupe- 


rior to their private Right, and reſerved either 


e or exprally in the Laws of all Nations, 
There is another Conſideration of human Laws 


in this Argument of Proſpericy or Affliction by 


Deſcent, viz. That Laws make not a Mans 


Virtue his Title to his Eſtate, but Inheritance, 


or Gift, or Purchaſe, or any juſt Way of acquiring 


it; nor doth a Man forfeit what he hath by the 
moſt common Vices ; ſo that a fooliſh and riotous 
Heir of a provident Father juſtly poſſeſſes that 


Wealth and Plenty which h abuſes, and ſurfeits 
upon, and waſtes prodigally til i be all gone, and = 
** . kg | | w . - 


. leaves 


the Rleſſings that attend 12 Religion and 


TI 12 

leaves perhaps to a wiſe and be Son all the Ca- 
lamities of Poverty, and more; for mere Poverty 
is not ſo great an Affliction, as Poverty after 
Riches, and Want after Abundance. © 

To conclude, there is a Deſcent of Good and E- 
vil by the Courſe of Nature. A riotous Man 
may have received from his temperate and health- 
ful Parents ſuch a vigorous and firm Conſtitution 
as will endure great, and long and frequent De- 
bauches before it be qu uite broken, and this Man's 
ſober and temperate Son, notwithſtanding all his 
Care and good Government of himſelf, may be 
Tick for thoſe Debauches, and feel thoſe pains and 
"Aches which his Father 5 Exceſs deſerved; for in 


- this Senſe too, the Jniquity of the. Fathers 15 viſi ted 


upon the Children. 
Now if Parents, being Evil themſelves, may 
have good Children, and, being good them- 
ſelves, may have evil Children, and may have 
Children like themſelves, whether they be 
or evil, and yet Proſperity or Affliction ſhall be- 
fal theſe Children by the Actions of their Parents; 
it muſt neceſſarily follow, that theſe Things are 
uncertain, and that there muſt be one Event t the 
3 and to the Wicked. K 
There muſt be one Event to the Righteous 
1 to the Wicked, becauſe they are fo mixt toge- 
ther in their Perſons, and Intereſts, and Employ- 
"ments, and Places of Abode, thatthey bet be 
Aiſtinguiſned in the Events that befal Goole 
They march and fight in the ſame Army, an 
fare alike in Da or Safety, "Abundance. or 
Famine,” Conqueſt or Defeat. They live to- 


gether in the City, and muſt breathe in the ſame _ 


wholeſome" or infected Air. They fail in the 
fame Ships, and the Hazards of the Sea, Storms 
1 — Weather, fair or croſs Winds, a ſafe 
Arrival or "Shipwreck are alike for them . — | 
dc ey 
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They eat of the delicious or coarſe Fare, the 


plentiful or ſcarce' Proviſion, at the ſame Table. 


Good and bad Men are mixed in the World as 


che Tares and the Wheat in the Parable: If you 


will have the Wheat grow, the Tares muſt 
grow too; if you will pull up the Tares, the 


Roots are entangled, and the Wheat "muſt 


comme up with it; they cannot be parted till the 
Harveſt ; then the Wheat muſt be gathered into 


the Barn by it ſelf, and the Tares burnt. So ſhall 
the Good and Bad. who muſt for a while live 


together, and take part one with another in ſuch 
Things as happen, be for ever divided at the Re- 


ſurreft10n of the Dead. 


Then the believing Huſband aud the: auibolights 


ing Wife, the religious Parents and the ungraci- 


ous Children, the juſt Magiſtrate and the ſeditious 


and unruly People, the good and charitable Man 


and his env ĩous and malicious Neigbour, who could 
not be ſeparated in many of the Bleſſings and Ca- 


lamities of Life, ſhall now for ever be ſeparated, 


to be happy or miſerable alone by themſeſves. 


But whilſt they live here, they muſt ſhare one 
in another's Fortune, and enjoy the ſame Proſ- 
perity, or ſuffer the ſame Affliction together. 

4. There muſt be ong Event to the Righteous 


and to the Witked," for the more evident and 

certain diſtingviſhing' of them one from another. 
The Devil's Inſinuation againſt Job's Integrity 

woul# have been/vhanſwerable if it had been true, 


_ yz, That his Seryice of God was for the World's 


Sake, that his Lobe would be changed into De- 
ſpight, and his Prayers into Curſing, if he were 


affficted. But his Behaviour in the greateſt Afflic- 
tion: that ever befel a mere Man was an undeni- 


able Pr oof of his Sincerity. ' Thoſe in whom 
the Love of the World is the ruling Affection, 


as" METRE now ſtands, trouble not themſelves. 
* ; much 
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ifby ſuch Means they might be rich an greats 
 andenjoyall Manner of Pleaſure, and have Satiſ- 


— 


[x4]. 


much about Religion or Juſtice. - Virtue ſome- 


times helps a little, but more often hinders them 
from obtaining their End ; at leaſt they think ſo: | 
Yet theſe Men would be very devout and preciſe, 


faction to all their Deſires, The Men to whom 


tortioners if more were to be gotten by Juſtice: - 


They would not be cruel and without Compaſſi 
to. the Poor, if they believed that their Wealth 
would inercaſe by what they give away : They 
would not ſend their Adventures to Arabia and In- 
dia if they could have a better Market at Home ; 
if building the Temple, and giving liberally to the 
Altar would return their Stock with more 2 
If Religion were now become the only Way for the 


Proud to be advanced, and for the Voluptuous to 
be filled with ſenſual Delights, and for the Spiteful 


to be revenged, what a Change would there ſud» 


che Man whom they 2 
and they get as far off as they can from the Ruins 


Lovers of God; r Hearts | 
the Abominations of Pride, and the Idolatry of 


their fond and officious Service was not Reſpect 
1 3 . to 


denly be in the Manners of Wicked Men! How 


reformed would they ſeem? Very good in out- 


ward Appearance, and yet as bad as ever; in a 
Garb indeed of Religion, but deceiving them 
ſelves as well as others with a Diſguiſe; having a 
Form of Gadlineſs, but denying the Power z being 


ll the while in the Gall E 4 Bitterneſs, and in 


the Bonds of Iniquity; Lovers. of Pleaſure more than 
7 PLE 3 all of all 


CERT: ar {ol ho ment en nf, hs 
Flatterers pretend to be, and ſometimes think 
themſelves, ſincere and faithful Friends; but when 

love ſo paſſionately is falling, 
of his Greatneſs, then at laſt they find out the 
Myſtery, it they knew it not before; that all 


15 
to him, but themſelves that they did not love his 
Perſon but his F ortune, his Gifts, and the Bene- 


fits they hoped to receive from his Power. 


Such a-Diſcovery doth this Way of Providence 
make. Since there is one Event to the Righteous 
and to the Wicked : Since Men are poor and deſ- 
piſed, notwithſtanding their Juſtice and Religion 
and, as it ſometimes happens, the poorer 1 


the more deſpiſed for their Sake; the Men, who 


care for Nothing but this World's Good, will be 
unjuſt, and faithleſs, and unthaokful and per- 
ped, i it will ſerve their Turn better. 
will ſay unto God, depart from us, for we deſire not 
the Knowledge of thy Ways. What is the bty, 


that wwe ſhould ſerve him? and what Profit 7 | 


we have, if we pray unto him, Job xxi. 14, 15. 
That which would have been Hypocriſy, if 
Religion would have done their Buſineſs, will be 
Prophaneneſs, if it will not. That which would 
have been the ſecret Wickedneſs of the moſt cloſe 


and retired Thoughts, ſcarce reflected on by him 


that thinks it, will now be the open Wickedneſs 
of Word and Deed, The Man will be known 
to the World that would have been unknown to 
himſelf, He will be thus much nearer to Repen- 
tance, that he cannot be deceived in himſelf, and 
think he needs it not. 12 

On the other Side, if a Man will be religious and 


jolt, tho? he be never ſo great a Loſer by it, if he 


will hold faſt his Integrity in Riches and Pover- 
ty, in Honour and Diſgrace, in good and evil 
Report, when he is advanced, and when he is 
perſecuted for Righteouſneſs Sake ; this will 


be a Demonſtration that he fears and loves God 


above all, that the Laws of God are the Rules of 


his 1 that he makes it his Buſineſs to be 


ſaved, that his Religion and Worſhip is not for 


are 


worldly Reſpects, IN; that his good Actions 
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ate not ot perverted. 14 changed into Sins 17 cor: 
rupt Ends and Motives. 
The Sum of all theſe Particulars is, that many 


| of the good and evil Things of this Life happen 


to Men by the Juſtice or Injuſtice of their Neigh- 
bours, Who have Free-will, and though they 
are forbidden under ſevere Penalties, yet they are 
not irreſiſtibly reſtrained from doing Injury; that 


Mien are proſperous or afflicted by the Virtues or 


Vices 'of their Parents; that the Good and Bad 
are ſo mixt that they cannot in many Caſes 
but fare alike; and that the Diſtinction betwixt 
the Good and the Bad is thereby made much more 
evident and undeniable; and therefore there mae 
be one Event to the Righteous and to the Wicked. 

But for a farther Anſwer, all is not true that is 
implied i in this Objection. For, 

II. It will appear, that they who make this- 
Objection againſt Providence are no competent 
Judges of that which their Objection ſuppoſes. 

It is ſuppoſed in this Objection that the Righ- 


teous endure ſo much Grief, and the Wicked en- 


Joy fo much Pleaſure, as cannot conſiſt with God's 
Love to the Righteous, and Anger at the Wick- 


ed, if he take notice and be concerned in chat 


which happens. 

The better to judge of this Suppofition, let two 
T hings be conſidered. 1. That by the outward 
Eſtate of Men we know very little of their pre- 


ſent Grief or Pleaſure. 2. If we did know their 


reſent Grief, or Pleaſure, we cannot infer from 


thence which is the good and which is the bad 


Condition. 


1. By the out ward Eſtate of Men 1 we-linbw 


very little of their preſent Grief or Pleaſure. 


That's a ſecret Thing, and depends upon hidden 


Cauſes, moſt of all upon thoſe prevailing Aﬀec- 
tions that take up and employ their Thoughts. 


It 


Fd 


koch. their, Repe 
| Ag to make a Benefit of their Crofs, and hum- 


1 : Z 


. 


14 


3 will without any 
e to enjoys himſelf 
ſe, is ſtill a Queſtion, 


lag rare the 80 er 
ice; but which hof th 
bet and ives moſt at 

ther who reſalye by what. they ſee, are 
ik 55 to be miſtaken in their Reſolution, to miſ- 


Pla ace theit Envy and Pity, to. envy, the Men that IN 


Are mae. in all their great Pomp and State, 
and to pity them who are happy in their Obſcu- 
rity. ID; judge  Unpighteous Judgment, becauſe 
ey judge by outward Appearance. 
\ e and Reaſon, and Experience teach us, 


that good Men have the moſt true Delight both 


in gt; y and. AMiction ; that they FAM great 
Peace wh who, laue 95 Ta 45 1 otbing.c can offend 


2 P ſal. ix. 1 
In Proſperity 1 are many Thi ings £0 contris . 
A quiet 
in God, Moderatic b. 17 


bute to and improye the Joy of the Goo 
.onicience, Tr 
7 ity, "Fran: and Temperance, and uſtice_ and 


rlitude, which are ſuch Things that Men can 
have nothing. mor "A r 718 table in their Life, Wild. 
VIII. > "Ep 5 
. In ordinary Calamity, fuch as Sickneſs, Loffes, 
htegus have 7 Relief 3 nd Eaſe 


g. the 
epentapee and Prayers, 40 endea- 


le Reſignation and. Submiſſion to God, and their 
"Belief concerning the Wiſdom and Goodneh f 


s Proyidence; but if they be perſecuted for 


zhreouſneſs Sake; if the Apoſtles and Martyrs 
ſuffer for the Confefſion of Chet, it may be a 
Alamity., in the Judgment of their Perfecutors, | 


—_ 


bye 79 own Senſe is is a State of Foy and Tri- 


.,pmph. brit tells his Diſciples, 5 the World - 
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Peace. Rejoice and be exceeding glad, for great is 
your Reward in Heaven. Theſe Things have I 
Ihoken, - that my Joy might remain in you, and 
that your Joy might be fot St. Paul exhorts 
them, Rejoice in the Lord always. Be careful for 


not bing, but in every Thing by Prayer and Suppli- 


cation, with Thankſgiving let your Requeſts be made 
known unto God; and the Peace of God, which 
paſſeth all Underſtanding, ſhall keep your Hearts 
and Minds, through Chriſt Jeſus. Rejoice ever- 
more; in every Thing give Thanks. He gives an 
Account of himſelf when he was going to his 
Martyrdom not like a Man overpreſſed with 


Brief, I am now ready to be offered, and the Time 
of ” Departure is at Hand. I have fought a good 
Hels, 


' T have finiſhed my Courſe, I have kept the 
Faith. Henceforth there is laid up for me a Crown 


of Righteouſneſs, - which the Lord the righteous 
Fudge, ſhall give me at that Day, 2 Tim. iv. 
6, 7, 8. They were impriſoned, and ſcourged, 
and 3 and killed all the Day long, 
yet full of Con 

every Side, but not diſtreſſed ; perplexed, but not 
in Deſpair ; perſecuted, hut not forſaken ; caſt down, 


ſolation, They were troubled on 


but not deſtroyed ; ſarrowful, yet always ,rejoicing 3 


having nothing, and yet. poſſeſſing all Things. 
They ſuffered all that malicious Men in Power 
could do, but they were ſtrengtbened with all 
Migbtunto all Patience and Long-ſuffering with 
ng 0% They were thought to be in great 
_ Miſery, by thoſe who could look no farther than 
the outward Appearance; but all that while they 
had the mighty Support of Faith and Hope, the 
_ ſtrong Conſolations of Grace and the Holy Spi- 
rit, St. Stepben's Viſion, Heaven opened, and ſe- 
ſus ſtanding on the Right-Hand of God; into whoſe 
Preſence, where there is Fulneſs of ] . 
1 5 a | Mi 8 1 10 „ N | 


mould make ſo much the Haſte, by how 
much the ſharper there ſafferings were. 


On the other Side, Men magnify the Proſperity 


of the Rich, let them be never ſo bad, and they 
cull tbe Proud, happy; but the Account will be 

another Thing, if the Abatements be deducted. 
Their Pleaſures are ſhort, a Blaze, the Crackling 
of Thorns under a Pot, often interrupted, not by 
unlucky Accidents only, but moſt of all by their 
own unruly Paſſions ; which are ſo many Vipers, 


Always breeding within them „and gnawing 


through their Bowels. The Wicked are like the 
troubled Sex when it cannot reſt, "whoſe Waters cafi 
ap Mire and Dirt. There is no Peace, ſaith my 
Gad, to the: Wicked, Ia. lvii. 20, 21. What 
| Peace can they have who entertain ſuch Enemies 
to Peace within themſelves? Pride, Scornfulneſs, 


Envy, Vain- glory, fooliſh Hope, inſatiable De- 


fire ; whoſe Enjoyments are eaſily corrupted with 
Diſcontent; who deſpiſe their own Succeſs in 
Things of the greateſt Value, if they be diſap- 
pointed in a Trifle; whoſe Pleaſures are often 


purchaſed with long and ſharp; Pains, that tread 


upon the Heels of them. And altho” Conſcience 


ſeems to give them but little Trouble, to be ei: 


ther reconciled to what they do, or faſt aſleep, 
and to obſerve nothing; yet every now and then 
it ſcares them with Dreams, and terrifies them with 
Viſions, and upon ſome ſurpriſing: Accident will 
be apt to ſtart of a ſudden, and awake in a grea 
Affright, and will not without much ado be pa 
 cified and laid to Sleep again. 
This is very often the Inſide of chat a 
Shew that the Proſperity of the Wicked makes. 


Their Afflictions are not ſo apt to deceive the 5 


Standers . by; there it is eaſy to ſee how their Sins 


and unmortified W and evil Conſcience, in- 
C 2 creaſe 
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And whieh is the bad Condition 


1 * g 
"creaſe their Torment: They have uſed Religion 
too ill to expect any Relief from thence; the 
Kno nõt how to make God their Refuge; they 
Are, it may be, too ſtubborn and deſperate to —4 


at all, or too guilty to pray with any Confidlen 


their Pride and Haughtinefs makes them more 
impatient; they break their Teeth with biting 
the Chain; they ſtruggle with that which is ton 
ſtrong for them; they can neitlier- caſt off nor 
bear chejr Burthen; they have no Patience, be- 
cauſe they have un Hope, and are ene 3 
the World. 
This Sum of chis Confideration-1 In That whas. 
eve# the Condition of Men de, high or low, 
rieh or poor, Solomon's Obſervation will be fogiad 
true; that Gd giveth 10 4 Man that is good in his 


= Wiſdom; and Knowledge, and Foy; but to 


e by ahverh Travel; Reotef, ii; 26. And 


Diercfote they who conclude” of Mens“ preſent 
Grief or Pleaſyre by their outward Eftate, 


ate iricothpetent Judges, and miſtake the Matfer. 
But ſuppeſing their Judgment concerning Mens 
preſent ! ſtate Were true, and the Calamities were 
a5 grievous, and the Pleaſures as entire and eres 


= they ſeem: Fet, 


2. Pioch the Knowledge of Mens preſent Grief 
er Pleaſure; we cannot infer which is the Gove, 


a ir 


When the Effect of Men's Fortunes 


Minds and Manners is ſcen, how à laſting: Con- 


tehtmefit is obtained or Toft : how the Happineſs 


of another Life is ſecured or neglected ; then, 


And not till then, à certain Judgment may be 


made, Now, upon Enquiry, it will be found, 


that in theſe Relpects both Conditions prove an 


Advantage to the Good by their good Uſe, and 
e to the Wicked by der Abole of 


The 


them. 


1 


countenance the 


into more Eſteem, and 


— 
The Righteous. in, Authority, encourage and 


ce the Good, relieve: the Oppreſſed, 


aut & their. Teeth, Job xxix,, 17. and by their 


Juſtice and Temperance, and Reverence to God 
and to holy D Religion and Virtue 
lies to convert; Sinners, .. However, they are 
ſuch a Check and Reſtraint, upon them, that their 
wicked Diſpoſition cannot ſo openly and boldly 


lone, both in doing; Wrong, and enticing: others 
to do the ſame Sins which they commit. 

When the. Rightegus abound. in Wealth, they 
make to tbemſalves Friends of the unrighteous Mam- 
non; they give Alms, feed the hungry, clothe 
the Naked, viſit the Fatherleſs, and the Widow 


- ve 


in their Diſtreſs ; watch and pray lei Luxury, or 


Pr ide, Or P r ophaneneſs, | or a ſncharitableneſs, 


and Curſes; they truſt not in uncertain Riches, 
bat in the living God, whole: Gifts they receive 


with Thankfulneſs and Fear; they do good, and 
rich in good Works as well as great Poſſeſ- 
us; ready to diftribute, willing 16 communicate 3 


Haying up in Store for themſelves @ good Foundation 
againſt, the Tims to come, that they may lay bold on 
The Wieked may, be in the ſame. Proſperity, 
but with another Behaviour. The worſe they are, 
the more they will be tempted and iuſnared ; they 
which were proud and vain before, will be inſenſi- 
| bly led away into more Pride, and more Vanity, 
forgetful of him. who made the Difference, cafily 


abuſed into monſtrous Conceits of themſelves, and 


bbe moſt. unjaſt Compariſons of themſelves with 
others; ſoftened fo much with Delight, that they 


will 


1 


o as much as in them 
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will be able to n nothing that is cross to 


their Will and Humour, ſetting no Bounds to their 
Enjoy ments, impatient of having their preſent 
Pleaſures allayed with Conſideration of the future, 
vith the Fear of God, or the Remembrance of 
Death; which notwithſtanding: comes on'apace, 
fotnewbat the faſter it may be, by reaſon of their 
Pleaſures, and, if they take no better Care; will 
Tarprize* them altogether unprepared for the 
Change öf their pleaſant Life (if it were granted 
to be Sy into Sickneſs and Languiſting, and the 
Expectation — Death, and the Day of Jadg- 
ent. icon V3 1 2016 in ae an 
Phe Difference is no 166 in the AMiQions that 
hefal the Righteous and the Wicked together: 
For the Wicked, if chey contittue impenitent, 


will grow worſe and worſe, envious, and malici- 
bus, and fullen; and farther from feeling 10 God 


than in their Proſperity ; but the fame Condition 
Mall be to the Good a onitor to examine them 
ſelves, to ſearch and try their Ways, and be very 
exact in their Reformation, to enquire out and 
amend their ſmalleſt Faults; of which in their bet. 


ter Eſtate they took little Notice, and contented 


themſelves'with being kept back from preſumtu- 
os Sins; to renew, and confirm, and ſtrengthen 
their good Reſolutions, - which even lawful, De- 
light had made too looſe and flack And whereas 
in their Sorrows: many of the Wicked renounce 
God, and diſhonour him with Pride; and — 
ornneſs, and Infidelity, and Blaſphemy; a 


Impatience; they ' own Gos Dominion td | 


Humble themſelves under His mighty Hand, and 
acknowledge his Juſtice, and hofiour him before 
Men with Confeſſion of Sin, and Repentance, 


aud Submiſfions, and Prayers, and Thankigiv- 


ing. TEE. e 8 1 1 1 an 2 b.. 1 * ie 
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Thus the ſame Events ate to che Righteous 
a. nouriſhing Food, or a wholſome Medicine, 
and fo the Wicked, a ſweet or 4 bitter Poi- 
mw; i LG enn | 

I wen by what is viſible of Men 8 Condition, | 
we cannot judge certainly of their Grief and Plea- 
furez and if we could, yet Grief or Pleaſure may 
either of them be a Blefling or a Curſe, and 
which it is in a particular Caſe no Man can tell, 
if he knew —.— how either of them will be uſed, 
and what E they will have: Alſo, if the 
Objection beofr no more Force, unleſs it be grant- 


a at preſent Delight is good, and Pain is evil; 
it will be plain enough, that ſomething is ſup- 
| fra which is very obſcure, and doubtful, and 


rd to be judged of, when this is uſed as an 
Argument — Providence, that there is one 


0 Event to the Ty and to the Wi cked. 


III. However the Day ak Judgment i is'a fu 


Je clas Anſwer to the Objection. 


Tbe Belief and Expectation of this was im- 


plied in the laſt Particular, as the great Reaſon of 


the Behaviour of the Righteous in both Condi- 
tions, and as their great Support in Affliction; 


and the not believing or conſidering this, or con- 
ſidering i it rather with Deſpair than Hope, is the 


Reaſon why the Wicked are ſo ill- governed, and 
often ſo unhappy in their Proſperity, and ſo com- 
fortleſs in Affliction: But if bad Men lived in 
more Delight, and good Men in more Trouble 


and Grief than indeed they do, and God would 


not interpoſe his Almighty Power to alter the 


- Courſe of Things; yet when the Wicked go a- 


© way into everlaſting” Puniſhment; and: the Righteous 


into Life eternal, Matth. xxv: 46. then; ſhall ye 


return and diſeers W the Righteous and the 
vY 5 Micke, 


5 


tant 


Wicked,” betabixt him that ferveth Cod, and Bim 
aba fervelb bim not, Mal. iii. 18. And though 
Men are apt to think that Time ſtands almoſt 
ſtill when they feel ſharp Pains, and the Extre- 
mity of them makes Minutes ſeem longer than 
Days, as Days in a Tranſport of Pleaſure ſeem 
Twifter than Minutes; yet the no Proportion be- 
twixt Time and Eternity will endure all this, falſe 
Reckoning, and make a clear Account and un- 
anſwerable A Apology for Providence notwithſtand- 
ing. When Men feel the Smart of their own, or 
think of their 'Friend's Aifliction, or their Ene- 
my 's Proſperity, they are caſtly-deluded withiln- 
patience, or Envy, or. Compaſſion. But if you 
v ould judge truly how ineonſiderable the / Things 
that happen now are in Compariſon of am eternal 
State, look back to the Patriarchs and Prophets, 
to the Apoſtles and Martyrs. ; and above all, to 
Jeſus, the Author and Finiſher of our Faith, + of 
"for the Joy that (was 'ſet before him, dated the 
_ Croſs, 7775 ng abe Sbame, and is ſet damm at the 
Niebt Hand of » the Throne f Cad, Heb. Xii. 2. 
What was that Moment of Life in which they 
vere perſeeuted, afflicted, tormented, in Campa - 
tiſon of all the TI ime ſince and ſor ever to come, 
in all whieh they enjoy the moſt pure and ra viſn- 
ing Delights, hd God is no rewarding 
their Obedience, and Humility, and Faith, and 
Patience? Is the Objection againſt Providence, 
for leaving them expoſed to ſo many Calamities, 
too hard for them to anſwer? Do they-think 
Heaven, upon the Terms they had it, too dear 
+a Purchaſe ? It was expedient and neceſſary, in 
Purſuance of the wiſe Counſels andi Purpoſes of 
God, that they ſnould ſuffer for a while: But is 
Dod unrightoous ? Doth: he forget their Work: of 


+ ns _ 9 Love an Patence .; 


E 
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preſſors and Deſtroyers of Mankind gone? Where 


1.25.0 
MAupe ? St. Paul, when he et che Sarto bv pe 
ſent AfMitions, called them Zipht Afitictions, for a 
Moment, not worthy to be compared with the Glory 
t be revealed, What muſt he judge of them now 
that the Afflictions are paſt, and remembered 
only for the Help and Increaſe of his Joy, now 
that he is entered into the Poſſeſſion of that glo- 
rious Reward ones td... 


IP 
On. the other Side, "whithet are the great Op- 


is: Herod and Pontius Pilates and the reſt of the 
bloody Perſecutors of Chrift and his Saints? What 


- is bectine of all their Pride, and their envied 


Power and Glory? Is God their Debtor Rill för 
their Injuſtice and Blaſphemies, and their in- 


ſolent and | * Joys? Hath he forgotten 
d 


what they or, doth he approve it? Now 
they know that which either they did not believe, 
or would not conſider before ; they abuſed his 
Patience that waited for their Reprnace, and 

now they feed the Puniſhment of their Sin in the 
emule Totments of the Soul; and, full ef 
Fear and Terror, expect greater at the Refi 
rection of the Body. "FP ſeem ſtrange to you 
that God ſhould ulfer the Rig hteous td be af thi 
2 of 2 ; 25 wry tich ons in 
orment ing u and ag 
for a 'Drop of Wau 6 coo] his Totigue; 5d 
his Son, 


Abrabam, without any 
the Juſtice of "God's Dealing with 


== 
mou pt” nay "Wop at . his 


data the 90125 and Severity of Gel, 558 
3 the Rightous lito all 
Ways of * line and Trial, proving their 

e — "moſt DENSITY W | 


both 


Cal 
both from that Pleaſure which their Nature covets, 
and that Pain which their Nature abhors; that 
when the World, and the Fleſh, and the Devil 
have aſſaulted them with al! their Weapons, 
they may get an entire and perfect Victory, and 
their Integrity may have the cleareſt Evidence; 
and they may be confirmed in Faith, and made 
ſtrong, and conſtant and perſevering 1 in Virtue 3 
and, after their good and faithful Ser vice enter 
ino their Maſter's. Fay.  - 

lis Severity: ſuffering the Wicked ſometimes 
30 be pampered with Fullnefs of Delight, 
and ſatisfied in all their Deſires, and and ſome- 
to be afflicted with Croſſes and Diſapointments, 
and tempted with Miſeries and Plagues to the 
utmoſt Impatience; that they alſo may be tried, 
and that the Wiekedneſs which would lie con- 
cealed for Want of Occaſion, may, break out and 
e brought to ligbt.; that in the Variety of Con- 
itions, they may be led, if they will themſelves, 
into the Commiſſion of all Sins, and may add 1 
niguity to Iniquity, till the Meaſure be full; 
that God. may be gloriſied in: the Day of Viſita- 
tion and the Revelation of that righteous Judg 
ment, Which (how hard! ſogyer they may ſeem 
nw) will plainly: reſolve all the Problems and 
Riddles of Providence. n, Joon Fs 
The Sum of what hath n N That it is 
unavoidably neceſſary for Fhings to fall out ta the 
Good and the Bad indifferentiy and uncertainly: 
That nd Judgment can be made, by that which 
happens to Men, of their Grief or Pleaſure; nor 
which of them is good or bad for them: That 
there will be a Day of Judgment, wherein every 
Man ſhall geceive according to his Works; ànd 
therefore ĩt is no Argument againſt Providence, that 
there i is ons Event to the Righteous and ta the Wicked. 
But it * be * from Scripture : Goth | 
| t 


1 
doth this conſiſt with what is there declared, that 
Godbneſs is profitable for all Things, having ihe Pro- 
miſe. of the Life that now is, 1 Tim. iv. 8. accor- 
to which, we find in Moſes, and the Pſalms, and 
the Writings of Solomon and the Prophets, and in 
the New Teſtament, ſeveral Expreſſions which 
ſeem to import a Promiſe of Proſperity . to the 
Righteous ? 

A ſufficient Anſwer to all the Placts X Scrip= 
ture thatare alledged to that Purpoſe will be given 
in e of theſe three Particulars. 

1. Abundance of theſe Promiſes uſually inſiſted . 
on are made to particular Perſons or Nations, 
and muſt not be extended farther, as Promiſes 
for the Performance of which God's F aithfulneſs 
is engaged, though they may be applied as En- 
couragements to hope, when there ſeems to be 
a Parity or Advantage of Reaſon. in the Caſe. 
Many Things were promiſed to the Patriarchs, 
and to the Captains, and Judges, and Kings of 
Tſrae!, and to the Prophets and Apoſtles, and 
they were aſſured that thoſe Things muſt happen, 
for which they had the Security of God's Word. 
But it would be a great Extra vagance for any 


KN Man elſe to be aſſured of the ſame Events by ap- 


plying thoſe Promiſes... It a Soldier be certain 
that he ſhall ha ve Victory, becauſe it was pro- 
miſed to Joſbua; or a Sick-Man that he ſhall 
recover, becauſe a Prophet was ſent to Hezekiab, 

to tell him that he ſhould be healed; or if a Paſ- 
ſenger in a Ship aſſure all his Company of an 
Eſcape with Life when they are driven by Storm 
upon the Rocks, | becauſe the Angel of God was 
ſent to tell the Apoſtle. Paul, God hath. given thee, - 
all them that fail with thee, Acts xxvii. 24. The 
Things may happen acordingly, as the Prediction 


of a falſe e may come to a WP: CANE | 
N Þ and 
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P 
Ell and then they, who uſe the Scripture in this 
hi Faſhion, may talk as they pleaſe of the Sk II- 


. with all the Promiſes that are to be found in the 
Bible. But if the Things happen not, then their 
1 confident Application to themſelves, of Promiſes 
16 that were made to others, runs into Scandal and 


1 Blaſphemy, and repreſents God as a Deceiver, 
it that promiſes and does not perform. But though 
. the Promiſes to them are not Promiſes to ds, 
1 Ih the Conſideration of them is of great Uſe = 
engage our Obedience, and encourage our 
Hope, when we ſee how liberally God beſtowed 

*} upon them temporal Bleffings ; and though we 
[// - _. cannotinfer from thence that we ſhall bleſt in the 
58 ſame manner, we. may infer the ſame Love 


[ and Care of us, and Acceptance of our faithful \ 
Wi Service. In this Senſe, whatſoever Things were | 
| || eoritien afore-time, were written for our Learn- 

10 ing, that we through Patience: and Comfort of the 1 


Scriptures might have hope, Rom. xv. 4. 
i} 6 2 Thee Promiſe vhich concern all good 
| Pane Men are not Promiſes of Proſperity, but of God's 
| Protection and Care of them in every Condition, 
and cauſing all Things 10 work together for Good, 
is them that love God, Rom. viſl. 28. Nothing 
ſhall happen to them without his Notice and Al- 
lowance. It may be good for them to be afflifted, 
and therefore the ſame Love of God ſometimes 
Drevents Afflictions from befalling them, ſome- 
mes delivers them after they have ſuffered a 
little, ſometimes keeps them for a long Time 
under ſevere Diſcipline, but comforts and ſupports 
them all the while : The Steps of a good Man are or- 
dered by the Lord : Thongh he fall, be ſhall not be ut- 
by caſt down; for the Lord upholdeth him with his 
Hand, 'Plal. xxxvii. 23. 24. God will not for/ake 
Jim, nor forget his Complaint. If Troubles * nd, 
: To | onſq - 


, 


\ 


—— the inward Man is renewed. 


Ii. — 1 either by keepi 


ſiſting them in every Condition with convenient - 
Grace, is the Sum of thoſe Promiſes. which, are 
abſolutely made to Godlineſs in r and 


[29] 


abound: much\ more. "Though the 


Day: by. Day, 2 Cor. iv. 16. - The Lord knowath 
boch to deliver ib - Godly ous ef Temptations, 1 Pet. 
eeping them out of that Conditi- 
on in which they will be tempted, or ſo-afliftiag 
them with his Grace, that they ſhall not fall into 
that Sin (for Example, that Apoltacy)' to which, - 
they are tempted; though they may fall into 


| thas Perſecution from whence very ſtrong Tem- 


Ptations to Apoſta ariſe. God is ſnibſul, 
who: will not NN hone — aboua that. 


they are able; but will with the Temptation alſo 
make a Way. to eſeape, that they may be able in ban 
i, 1 Cor. 10. 13. This Watching of Providence 
over the Righteous,” and Care for them, and al- 


DI in the New Teſtament: - 
3. Many of the Places of Scripture:woſt inſiſted 
on in this Argument are not Promiſes, but gene- 


ral Rules, wherein the ordinary Method of Pravs 


dence, and the uſual Effects of many Virtues and 
Vices are declared; - Salomon tells us of that Wits, 
dom which conſiſts eſpecially in the Fear of Gd 
Length of Days are in bes rigbi Hand, and in ben 

left Hand Riches and Honour, Prov. iii. 16. By 
and the. Fear of the Tord are Riches, and 


Honour, and Life, Prov. xxii. 4. There are many - 


ſuch general Rules. as theſe,” the Reaſon and Truth 
of which is evident in moſt Caſes, and it 18 as 


evident that they will not hold always. In the or- 


dinary Courſe of Th the maſt Strength, and 
beſt Courage, and the wiſeſt Conduct ſhall; get 
the Victory: Diligence in a. profitable: Calling 


| 0 n ifhe abn. mal 5 
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mall be aloe if he be be faithful, he ſhall be 


truſted: He that is prudent and juſt in his Actiogs 


| ſhall be eſteemed, and have a good Reputation; but 
For all that, Accidents which no Man can foreſee or 
prevent, may interpoſe betwixt the moſt likely 


Means and the End. The Chances of War, 
Thieves, Robbers; unfaichful-Servants, treacher- 


ous Friends, the Conſtructions of Jealouſy and 
III. nature, ſecret Whiſpering, or open Defaming, 
and falſe Accuſing; the Peſtilence that walketh 
in Darkneſs, infecting a Man's good Name, and 
the Arrow which wounds it at Noon- day, may 
hinder all thoſe Virtues of that Reward which is 
alſo the natural Effect and Conſequence of them. 
And in ſuch Caſes, be Race will not be to the Swift, 
nor the Battle to the Strong ; neither yet Bread 10 
the Wiſe, nor yet Riches to Men of Underftanding, 
nor yet Favour to Men of Hill, Eceleſ. ix. 11. 
Theſe are general Rules, but Time and Chance 
make many Exceptions; from all which it ap- 
rs conſiſtent with Scripture, as well as Reaſon, 


that tere is one W to the Aden and 0 the 5 


Mieked. | 
The n 4 what. has Sort ſaid will 


| diſpoſe us to be ſlow in judging our Neighbours, 
and careful in governing ourſelves, as we paſs 
| her through all the Changes end Chances of 
this mortal Life. Events will no better juſtify our 
Opinion of other Men's Actions, than Examples 
will prove the Goodneſf of our own. We muſt 
_ jadge by Rules, not by Succeſs, and we muſt live 
by Rules, not by Examples. 
k Deſpiſe no Man for his Poverty or ill Succeſs, 
leſt you deſpiſe a Man whom God will honour.. 
Bleſs not the | Covetous whom the Lord abhorreth. 
Let not thine Heart enuy Sinners: But be thou in 


oy — of Ihe _ all the OO long: For ſurely 
| there 
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bees is an 5 and thine Expettation foal not x. 

cut af, Prov. xxiii. 17, 18. In Afflictions or 
tient. In be Day of Adverſity conſider. 

bed any ; 25 nor n out fear. Re 
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every Thing chat happens; and be well aſſured, 
thar v nothing can happen amiſs, if that be your 


continual ne 1 was the Reſult of all Solo- 
an's Study an etience, Eccleſ. Xii. 13, 14. | 
Pear God and 100 i Commandments, for this is 
the whole Duty af Man: Fur God ſhall bring cvern 
Wark into Jud f with every ſarret T, bings pes 8 
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